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Dear HODS Members, 

Welcome to the HODS Monthly Newsletter! 

June brings with it a landmark moment for our organization, and for the profession of 
physical therapy. This month's newsletter covers a historic milestone in our residency 
program, the latest advocacy wins driving fair payment for PT services, a look back at our 
Franklin, PA course, and upcoming opportunities to learn and connect. 

Our Primary Care Physical Therapy 
Residency Program Has Achieved 

ABPTRFE Candidacy 



We are very pleased to share an important milestone for our organization and for the 
profession of physical therapy. Our Primary Care Physical Therapy Residency Program has 
had its Application for Candidacy reviewed and accepted by the American Board of 
Physical Therapy Residency and Fellowship Education (ABPTRFE). 

What This Means — Right Now 
→ Our Primary Care Residency is officially recognized by ABPTRFE as a developing 
program 
→ The program is now listed in the ABPTRFE Online Directory of Programs 
→ We are advancing to the next phase: completing the formal Self-Evaluation Report 
(SER) and preparing for full accreditation 
This Residency is a cornerstone of our vision — to formally position physical therapists as 
true primary care providers and to integrate advanced diagnostics into everyday clinical 
practice at the highest level of evidence-based care. 
Through this Residency, our future residents will develop advanced skills in: 

Primary care clinical decision-making and differential diagnosis 

Medical screening and appropriate referral 

Integration of EMG/NCS, MSK ultrasound, and other diagnostics into patient 
management 

Congratulations, Dr. Korry Wheeler 
Dr. Wheeler serves as Program Director of this new Residency Program and has worked 
tirelessly from concept through candidacy application. His dedication, persistence, and 
meticulous attention to detail were instrumental in achieving this important approval. This 
milestone is a direct reflection of his leadership. 

What Comes Next 
Applications for the Residency Program are now being accepted, and the first cohort is 
scheduled to begin in October 2026. We look forward to sharing more as this important 
new program moves forward. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the development of this initiative. This is a 
significant step forward not only for Hands-On Diagnostics, but also for the future of 
Primary Care Physical Therapy. 

What This Means for HODS Members 
HODS members who have completed EMG and/or musculoskeletal ultrasound training 
through Hands-On Diagnostics will receive significant credit toward completion of the 
Residency Program and are strongly encouraged to apply for admission. 

Why HODS Member Practices Benefit From Having Primary Care PT Residency 
Graduates on Staff 
HODS member practices that have Primary Care Physical Therapy Residency graduates 
on staff will be uniquely positioned in the marketplace. With APTA board certification now 
established in this specialty area, these clinicians represent an advanced level of training 
that clearly differentiates the practice. 

When this primary care expertise is combined with advanced diagnostics such as EMG, 
NCS, and musculoskeletal ultrasound, the practice stands apart as a higher-level 
musculoskeletal care resource. This strengthens clinical credibility, supports more 
sophisticated patient management, enhances physician relationships, and helps the 
practice deliver a more efficient, comprehensive, and evidence-based model of care. 

Contact now HODS at +1 (888) 447-6014 for information and to submit an application for 
admission 

Read The Full Press Release Here 

https://www.einpresswire.com/article/917826321/hands-on-diagnostics-marks-major-milestone-in-primary-care-pt-residency


Advocacy Corner 
Key updates from APTA Private Practice 

From Capitol to Clinic: APTA's Unified Advocacy & 
Why HODS Has Always Been Part of This Fight 

Since our founding in 2013, Hands-On Diagnostics has been a consistent advocate for two 
things: increasing reimbursement and payment for physical therapy services, and 
expanding the scope of PT reimbursement through diagnostic testing. The national 
advocacy landscape in 2026 reflects exactly what we have been working toward, and 
progress is real. 

1. MPPR Repeal Legislation Introduced in U.S. House — Rep. Deborah Ross (D-NC) 
introduced the RECOVER Act (H.R. 8386) to repeal the Medicare Multiple Procedure 
Payment Reduction, a policy that has cut therapy reimbursements by 50% on any 
second or subsequent therapy service delivered in the same session since 2013. The 
bill is supported by APTA, AOTA, ASHA, and a broad rehabilitation coalition. 78 APTA 
Private Practice members lobbied Congress directly in support of this priority. 

2. Medicare Payment: A Turning Point After Five Years of Cuts — CMS finalized a 
modest increase for 2026 and PTs saw an average 1.75% increase in 2025 — a tangible 
signal that evidence-driven advocacy is breaking through. APTA continues to press 
Congress for structural reform of the Medicare Physician Fee Schedule, including an 
annual inflation update. 

3. Payer Wins: Direct Access Expanding — APTA secured 21 policy changes with 
commercial and government payers in 2025. Most notably, Aetna updated its policy to 
allow unrestricted direct access to PTs, expanding choice and access for 26 million-plus 
beneficiaries. Aetna also removed its homebound requirement for home-based PT and 
aligned PTA supervision with Medicare in most states. 

4. DPT Student Loan Classification — A Threat to the Workforce — The U.S. 
Department of Education finalized a rule excluding DPT students from the highest 
federal student loan caps, limiting them to $20,500/year and $100,000 lifetime — less 
than half the limit for pharmacy, dentistry, optometry, and chiropractic. APTA has 
formally opposed the rule. The consequence: future DPT students may be deterred 
from entering the profession, accelerating the existing PT workforce shortage. 

5. APTA Payment Advocacy Summit — July 10–11, Portland, OR — APTA is hosting 
its first-ever Payment Advocacy Summit on July 10–11, 2026 at the Oregon Convention 
Center. A direct opportunity for private practice owners to connect with the advocacy 
infrastructure shaping Medicare policy. Strongly recommended for HODS members. 

The Intro to EMG, NCS, & MSKUS Course Trains 
Your Staff, Grows Your Referrals & Expands Your 

Reach 

Franklin, PA Recap — And What's Coming Next 



The Introduction to EMG, Nerve Conduction Studies, and Musculoskeletal 
Ultrasound Imaging course is designed with two powerful goals in mind. For your 
clinical staff, it serves as an inspiring entry point into the world of physical therapy 
diagnostics, equipping them with the knowledge and hands-on expertise needed to make 
more confident, accurate, and appropriate referrals within your practice. At the same 
time, the course is crafted to enlighten your referral sources, giving physicians, 
specialists, and healthcare partners the meaningful clinical context they need to refer 
their patients directly to you, strengthening your referral relationships and expanding 
your diagnostic outreach in the community. 

The course awards 20.5 CEUs for physical therapy professionals and 20.5 CMEs for 
physicians and medical providers, ensuring that every attendee walks away with 
meaningful, accredited continuing education credit. 

Whether you are growing your team's capabilities or deepening your network, this course 
delivers on both fronts. 

It has been a busy and exciting few months on the road! Back in March, HODS member 
Harry Koster opened the doors of his El Paso, TX practice to host the American 
Academy of Clinical Electrodiagnosis (AACE) and the American Academy of MSK 
Ultrasound (AAMU) for the first class of the Introduction to EMG, Nerve 
Conduction Studies, and Musculoskeletal Ultrasound Imaging for two days of 
hands-on clinical training and bringing this education directly to his local community. 

This past weekend, HODS Member Eddie St. Clair of West Park Rehab PT opened his 
doors in Franklin, PA for an exciting two-day Introduction to EMG, Nerve Conduction 
Studies, and Musculoskeletal Ultrasound Imaging course, bringing advanced diagnostic 
education directly into his community. 

This course does two things simultaneously: it equips clinical staff with the 
knowledge and hands-on expertise to make more confident, accurate referrals 
within the practice, and it gives physicians and healthcare partners the clinical 
context they need to send their patients directly to you. 

What an exciting time for HODS. What an exciting time for the PT practice 
profession. 

What makes this experience truly unique is what happens before the course even begins. 
The HODS Leadership Team dedicates a full day with your administrative and 
marketing staff, taking the time to understand your diagnostic practice needs, your 
specific marketplace, and the opportunities unique to your community. Together, we craft 
tailored solutions and strategic plans designed to take your practice to the next level. 

Up next this weekend: 

We are heading to HODS Member, HODS Member Jennifer Hauskey at Catalyst 
Physical Therapy in Clearwater, FL from June 13-14 



2. Gainesville, FL – August 29-30, 2026 hosted by HODS Member Tony Cere at Kinetix 
Physical Therapy 

Interested in hosting this course at your facility? Reach out to James at 
deputyceo@ihods.com 

1. Covington, WA – July 11-12 hosted by HODS Member Drew Pennington at PNW 
Sports Institute 

Upcoming Dates: 

mailto:deputyceo@ihods.com


Listen Now 

Featured Podcast Episode 

Primary Care Physical Therapy Arrives: 
Diagnostics, Residency, and the Road to CMS 
Physician Status 

This episode is the one that started it all, and it 
connects directly to the milestone we are celebrating 
this month. 

In it, we unpack APTA's 2025 Primary Care PT 
Advisory and makes a landmark announcement: 
Hands-On Diagnostics is filing for candidacy to launch 
the first advanced residency in Primary Care Physical 
Therapy. He explains why point-of-care diagnostics; 
EMG, NCS, and MSK ultrasound, are not optional 
additions to primary care PT, but its clinical 
foundation. And he lays out the strategic path from 
APTA policy to HODS residency outcomes to CMS 
recognition of physical therapists as physicians of the 
neuromusculoskeletal system. 

If you want to understand the full vision behind the 
ABPTRFE candidacy we announced this month, this is 
required listening. 

New episodes every week. Subscribe on Apple 
Podcasts, Spotify, or visit 
yourpracticeyourmoney.com. 

Join us at the 13th Annual HODS Symposium 
Primary Care Physical Therapy Powered by Diagnostics 

Elevating Patient Outcomes, Practice Profitability, and Professional Autonomy 

Two days of advanced clinical training, diagnostic education, and strategic business 
insights at APTA Headquarters in Alexandria, VA. Special Sessions on Learning the 
strategies to launch and grow a diagnostic practice that differentiates itself through 
clinical excellence, operational efficiency, and a clear path to increased profitability. 

Register here 

★ Bring your entire clinical and administrative team 

https://youtu.be/h7ynNLImyck
http://yourpracticeyourmoney.com/
https://symposium.handsoncompanies.com/#ticketing

